
Figure 3: Existing European express services (green), high speed 
services (red) and planned high speed services (dotted red) 20082 
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29. The scale of high-speed development in Europe alone can be seen 
from the map above (Figure 3). There is currently 3480 miles of high-speed 
line in operation in Europe, with a further 2160 miles under construction and 
another 5280 miles planned. However, there are only 70 miles in the UK, with 
none further planned until now. While this international trend is not, in itself, a 
justification for high speed rail in the UK, in would be perverse to ignore 
developments in Europe and the rest of the world. 

2 Map courtesy of International Union of Railways (UIC). 
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