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A route for the Chelsea-Hackney line has been safeguarded since 1991 and was 
most recently confirmed in 2008. The currently safeguarded route is shown in Figure 
9 below. One significant question for future consideration is the extent to which this 
route might be amended to take account of today’s changed context. 
 
Figure 9: The safeguarded Chelsea-Hackney route  

 

Source: Transport for London 

Chelsea-Hackney line – Mayor’s Transport Strategy (Chapter 5, paragraphs 263-264) 
 

The Chelsea Hackney line (or Crossrail 2) provides significant new rail capacity on 
the northeast to southwest corridor and major congestion relief to existing rail and 
Tube lines. The route of the line is safeguarded by Government and it is essential 
that this safeguarding remains in place to protect this important new line. Forecast 
demand shows that crowding and congestion remains a significant issue in this 
corridor, even with new investments such as Crossrail and Thameslink in place. 
This new line is needed in the longer term to reduce crowding on existing routes, 
but also to provide the capacity that is required to meet London’s growth and 
provide connections to the National Rail network, including dispersal of people 
across London from the main line termini. The introduction of HS2 will increase this 
need considerably. It is important that the route of the Chelsea Hackney line is 
reviewed to ensure it is providing the maximum benefits and value for money. 

 
Proposal 9: The Mayor will support new rail capacity in the broad southwest to 
northeast corridor, for example, new lines or services using the Chelsea Hackney 
line safeguarded alignment. TfL will undertake a review of the route to ensure it is 
providing the maximum benefits, including helping the onward dispersal of 
passengers from central London termini and value for money.  




