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Route Characteristics

•	 Electrification
•	 Gauge
•	 Freight characteristics
•	 Depots and Stabling
•	 Significant enhanced infrastructure in CP5.

Electrification

Electrification can deliver reduced journey times by improving the 
rate at which rolling stock is able to reach linespeed. Regenerative 
braking can deliver environmental benefits by reducing energy cost, 
while the greater haulage capability of electric traction can reduce 
journey times for freight traffic, improving overall capacity on key 
routes. When combined with suitable signalling systems, 
electrification can often contribute significantly to improving the 
overall capacity of the network.

Within Scotland, electrification is currently centred on the core 
Glasgow commuter routes, the West Coast Main Line and the East 
Coast Main Line south and west of Edinburgh. The electrified 
network is being significantly expanded during CP5, as a result of 
the Edinburgh-Glasgow Improvement Project (EGIP) and the Rolling 
Programme of Electrification. This will mean that all routes between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow will have been electrified by March 2019 in 
addition to those to Stirling, Dunblane and Alloa.

  Hunterston
Coal Terminal 

  Grangemouth
Freight Terminal

HAMILTON
CENTRAL

LANARK

CARSTAIRS

LARKHALL

NEWTON

      Mossend
          Yard

  Coatbridge FLT

  Longannet
Power Station

New Cumnock
Coal Terminal

   Greenburn
Coal Terminal

    Killoch
Coal Terminal

 Chalmerston
Coal Terminal

AIRDRIE

Falkland
  Yard 

WHIFFLET

COATBRIDGE
   CENTRAL

Glen Douglas
     MOD

Deanside
Terminal

  Riccarton
Oil Terminal

Ayr Harbour

Lairg Oil
Terminal

Waterloo Terminal

Craiginches Yard

Needlefield
      Yard

  Rosyth
Dockyard

Shieldmuir
Royal Mail

Ravenstruther
Coal Terminal

B.Alcan
Siding

Corpach
Sidings

Eastriggs
  MOD

Methil Branch

  Prestwick
Oil Terminal

Electrified lines

Non Electrified lines

Raiths Farm
   Terminal

Earls Seat
 Terminal

Georgemas

   Terminal

FALKIRK HIGH

DUMFRIES

CATHCART

KILWINNING

CUMBERNAULD

AVIEMORE

Dalry Roche

Irvine CPP

CRIANLARICH

DUMBARTON

DINGWALL

KIRKCALDY

DUNFERMLINE

CARLISLE

ALLOA

GIRVAN

PAISLEY
CANAL

WEMYSS BAY

GOUROCK

PAISLEY

FORT WILLIAM

MALLAIG

OBAN

HELENSBURGH
CENTRAL

BALLOCH

ANNIESLAND

MILNGAVIE

SPRINGBURN

GLASGOW
QUEEN STREET

GLASGOW
CENTRAL

CROY

STIRLING

INVERKEITHING

EDINBURGH
WAVERLEY

BERWICK- 
UPON-TWEED

NORTH
BERWICK

KYLE OF LOCHALSH

INVERNESS

THURSO

WICK

DUNDEE

ABERDEEN

GLENROTHES 

PERTH

MOTHERWELL

EAST KILBRIDE
KILMARNOCK

AYR

STRANRAER

NEILSTON

LARGS

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR

BATHGATE

SHOTTS

GILMOUR ST
 Forth
Bridge

TWEEDBANK

Fig 2.6: Electrification in Scotland by the end of CP5




